
Technology evolution for e-Readers
1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

Microsoft Office Debuts

1989 – 2010

Originally on the Mac in ‘89 then PC in 1990. 80% of 
enterprise uses it now.

e-Ink

1997 – 2010

Started at MIT Media Lab but spun off into a separate 
company. Now found in almost all e-readers.

Netbooks debut

2007 – 2010

Word Processing (coined by IBM)

1969 – 2010

Palm Pilot PDAs emerge

1996 – 2010

Company morphing into smartphone maker with Treo, 
Palm Pre and more.

Flip form factor Notebook

1982 – 2010

Envisioned in late 1960’s by Alan Kay at XEROX PARC 
who called it the DynaBook in 1972 paper.

Apple Newton Platform

1989 – 1998
Hybrid Books?
2010

Both Apple and Microsoft seem to working on something 
that may resemble a hybrid tablet device.

Apple iPhone-iPod Touch

2007 – 2010

50 million iPhone and iPod Touches sold in just over 2 
years.  85,000 apps and counting. 

Microsoft Word

1983 – 2010

Originally Multi-Tool Word from Xenix Systems.

e-Readers

2005 – 2010

Debut in 2005 but become mainstream with Amazon 
Kindle in 2007.

Adobe PDF

1993 – 2010

Widely adopted. Now becoming more interactive.

Google Book Search

2004 – 2010

Oct. 9, 2009 over 10 million books. 20,000 publisher 
partners. Scanners can scan 1,000 pages an hour.


